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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, see Applicant's Response RE: Claims 1-4, 6-8 and 10, 
filed 07/29/2005, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-13 under Reese (US Pat. 
6,236,980) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has 
been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new.ground(s) of rejection is 
made in view of Tsai et al. (US Pat. No. 6,352,432.) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Tsai et al. (US 
Pat. 6,352,432.) 

4. As per claim 1, Tsai et al. teaches a method of displaying competitive product 
performance data (col 2, lines 28-49, Tsai et al., and Fig. 12.) comprising steps of: 

determining a first/second product value representing a first/second product's 
performance (Tsai et al. teach a different microphone input to represent the first 
and second signer voice. The voice quality value would be generated and 
determined. Col 2, lines 1-11, Tsai et al.) 
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solving for a contest value between the first product value and the second 
product value; (Tsai et al. teiach comparing first performance score and second 
performance score. The contest value would obtain by whoever has lower score 
point and that would be the contest value. See col 11, lines 6-62, Tsai etal.) 

selecting an animated contest file by relationship to the contest value; and, 
providing a display means for displaying the animated contest. (Tsai et al. teach if the 
point of performance 1 Is higher, a character animation in which character 1 plays 
tricks corresponding to the frequency point to character 2 is displayed. And vice 
versa. In addition, Tsai et al. teaches different animation, which could be an 
animated contest file. See col 11, lines 6-62, Tsai et al.) 

5. As per claim 2, Tsai et al. teach the association of a range of contest values to an 
animated contest file (Tsai et al. teach when two performance value are tight, 
characters 1 and 2 glare at each other is displayed. When performance score 
value of character 1 is higher or lower than the other performer 2, the different 
animation contest would be appeared. The contest value would be 0 while they 
are tight. While performance score point for performer 1 is higher than 2, the 
contest would 2. While performance score point for performer 2 is higher than 1, 
the contest would 1. See colli, lines 6-62, Tsai etal.) 

6. As per claims 6 and 7, Tsai et al. teach determining a first product value 
representing a first product's performance result further comprises determining a 
statistical representation of the first product's performance for a plurality of 
measurements of the first product's performance and the first product value and the 
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second product value are statistical representations of multiple test results of the first 
product and the second product (See col 10, lines 15-60, Tsai et al.) 

7. As per claim 8, Tsai et al. teach observing at least one qualitative test result; and, 
quantifying the results on a numerical scale (See col 10, lines 15-32 and lines 49-60, 
Tsai et al.) 

8. As per claim 9, Tsai et al. shows the first performer's value (score points) 
comparing with two characters. In Fig. 12B, it shows how close their value are. In Fig. 
1 3, it shows who wins the game. If the contest value equal to the first or second, the 
Fig. Would show like Fig. 13a. In addition, Tsai et al. teaches the counter to count the 
point for each performer's value (See col 10, lines 15-32, Tsai et al.) 

9. As per claim 10, Tsai et al. teach graphically identifying an animated 
representative of the first product; and graphically identifying an animated 
representative of the second product (See col 9, lines 10-29, Tsai et al.) 

10. As per claims 1 1 and 12, Tsai et al. teach a method of displaying competitive 
product performance data (See col 3, lines 15-23, Tsai et al.), comprising the steps of: 

determining a first product value representing a first product's performance; 

determining a second product value representing a second product's 
performance; (Tsai et al. teach a different microphone input to represent the first 
and second signer voice. The voice quality value would be generated and 
determined. Col 2, lines 1-11, Tsai et al.) 

associating the (first, second) product value to a (first, second) animated 
character performance / associating the (first, second) product value to a performance 



Application/Control Number: 10/758,660 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2663 

variable of a (first, second) animated character; and displaying an animated contest 
between the first animated character and the second animated character (See col 4, 
lines 50-55, and col 10, lines 15-33, Tsai etal.) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsai 
et al. (US Pat. 6,352,432.) 

13. As per claims 3-4, Tsai et al. teach providing a display means for displaying the 
animated contest. Tsai et al. teach the animated contest image file as shown in Fig. 13. 
The user could select the tricks as the animated contest image file (See col 12, lines 21- 
28, Tsai et al.) Tsai et al. does not specifically teach the web page for internet user 
accessing the animated contest file. However, from the apparatus of Fig. 1 , it would 
have obvious to implement the method of Tsai et al.'s system into the computer system. 
Since Tsai et al. teaches the selection of tricks (See col 12, lines 21-28, Tsai et al.) and 
the apparatus of the structure (See Fig. 1 , Tsai et al.), it would have been obvious for 
one who have ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have web 
page for initiation by internet user and displaying the animated contest on a web page 
because the computer video game via internet system has been used in many video 
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game system and by providing the web page for the user to select and view the 
animated contest, it would give the user to compete with other internet user through 
networking system without going to the fix video station to play. 

14. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Afsah 
(US Pat. No. 6,509,730.), in view of Ekrem (US Pub. No. 2002/0138295.). 

15. As per claim 13, Afsah teaches displaying competitive product performance data 
(See col 1 , lines 56-61 , Afsah.) comprising the steps of: 

determining a first product value representing a first product's performance on a 
test; determining a second product value representing a second product's performance 
on the test; adding the first product value to a database of other product values of other 
product performances on the test; adding the second product value to the database of 
other product values of other product performances on the test; determining a statistical 
numerical representation of the database; solving for a first contest value between the 
first product value and the statistical numerical representation; and, solving for a second 
contest value between the second product value and a statistical numerical 
representation; (Afsah teaches determining the first and second indicator value, which 
could be interpreted as the first and second product value. (See col 2, lines 9-11, 
Afsah.) Afsah also shows each facilities have variety of indicators (See col 1, lines 62- 
65, Afsah.) Hence, the first indicator value is added to a database in order to compare 
with other indicator values. Further, the benchmark value is generated (See col 2, lines 
14-17, Afsah.), and the benchmark value could be the statistical numerical 
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representation of the database as claimed. Solving for the performance value as the 
contest value as claimed. (See col 2, lines 14-24, Afsah.)) 

In addition. Afsah teaches comparing the first and second performance values 
(See col 2, lines 23-24, Afsah.) Afsah does not teach the animated character to 
associate with the contest value. However, Ekrem teaches to apply the animated 
character to the data value (See sec [0039]-[0040], Ekrem.) Since, Afsah also teaches 
comparing two performance values, it would have been obvious to display a contest 
between two animates characters. Since Ekrem teaches method based on benchmark 
performance data value (See sec [0026], Ekrem.), it would have been obvious for one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to associate the 
performance value to animated character and have the animated contest character for 
comparing two performance value because this would provide the easier comparison for 
the consumer to compare two performance data by looking the animated graphic 
display rather than looking at the statistical values. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jonathan Liou whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8136. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM - 5:00PM Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Ngo can be reached on 571-272-3139. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 



published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jonathan Liou 10/31/2005 



Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 




